
EARLY CHILDHOOD LITERACY COALITION MEMBERS: 

CACS Head Start
Capital Area District Library

Capital Area Literacy Coalition
Clinton Great Start 

Cristo Rey Community Center
Delta Township District Library

Dewitt District Library
Eaton Great Start 

East Lansing Public Library
Ingham Great Start 

Ingham County Health Department 
Ingham Intermediate School District

Lansing School District GSRP
Shiawassee Great Start
WKAR/Ready to Learn

If you know of an organization that would like to be involved, have them
contact Beany Tomber, ECLC chairperson, at beany@wkar.org. 

HOW TO GET STARTED DISCOVERING MORE ABOUT 
EARLY LITERACY:

VISIT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY:
ECLC Member Libraries

Capital Area District Library: 
www.cadl.org

Delta Township District Library:
www.dtdl.org

Dewitt District Library:
www.dewittlibrary.org

East Lansing Public Library:
www.elpl.org

If your library is not listed above, 
visit the following websites to find 

your library
Clinton County: www.clintongreatstart.org
Eaton County: www.eatongreatstart.org

VISIT THE FOLLOWING 
WEBSITES:

www.rif.org/parents

www.pbs.org/parents

www.pbs.org/teachers

www.bornlearning.org

www.readingrockets.org

www.familytlc.net

www.parentingcounts.org

www.greatstartforkids.org

Everyday Moments Are 
Learning Moments



WHAT IS THE EARLY CHILDHOOD LITERACY COALITION?

The Early Childhood Literacy Coalition was established in May 
2000.  ECLC is a volunteer committee made of many of the 
greater Lansing area’s literacy, education and early childhood 
agencies, and serves as a work group of the Ingham Great 
Start Collaborative.  Members work as a team to support 
early literacy for all young children and their families.  As a 
coalition, the ECLC pools resources to meet the challenge of 
helping every child read and write well.

ECLC’s MISSION

 To create awareness of early childhood literacy and what 
it is.

 To promote collaboration between libraries, schools, early 
childhood care and education providers and other 

     agencies.

 To increase literacy in the homes of children aged birth to 
five by providing them with the tools needed to accomplish 
this.

 WHY LITERACY MATTERS

 Early Literacy affects reading abilities later in life.

 Research shows that 85% of learning takes place before 
the age of 5, while 95% of formal instruction occurs after 
age five.

 When it comes to Early Literacy, parent and child           
interaction matters.  Reading, talking, listening, playing and 
sharing with a child is more important than a parent’s    
education or income.

Oral language is the ability to 
communicate through gestures, sounds 
and words. 
ACTIVITY: Let your child tell you a 
story by looking at the pictures in a 
book.  

Comprehension means understanding 
what is being read or said. 

ACTIVITY:  Ask questions before, 
during and after a story.  Have  

your child retell the story 
to you.  

Vocabulary is the basis for learning 
language.
ACTIVITY:  Introduce a new word 
every day.  Use the word as often 
as you can throughout the day.  

Alphabet knowledge is a strong 
predictor of success in learning to 
read.  

ACTIVITY:  Go on a letter hunt 
around the house.  How 
many letters can you 
find?  

ORAL LANGUAGE SKILLS

RAISING A READER

COMPREHENSION

VOCABULARY

ALPHABET KNOWLEDGE

Phonological awareness means 
beginning to connect sounds to 
words.

ACTIVITY:  Make up silly      
sentences using words that have 
the same sound (Mary makes mini 
muffins)

PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS


