
Good evening. My name is Effie Alofoje-Carr. I am from Detroit Michigan, but I went to 

Michigan State University, and now I live here in Lansing. My husband and I got married 

and have a twenty month old son (as of April 2015). 

My mother was primarily a stay-at-home mother. However, she did stints where she 

would try to assist my father by working.  They’re from West Africa so I mean they came 

here and they started with nothing. So my mother would periodically want to go out and 

work or take classes to help better our situation. Well, when she wasn’t being a stay-at-

home mom, and I was in childcare, unfortunately it wasn’t quality child care because you 

know, quality childcare wasn’t very affordable. And there were situations where I was 

actually abused. 

 

So fast forward twenty plus years, I become a mother and my husband and I, we look at 

this and we know our income does not support quality child care. I’ve worked at several 

day cares around the city. Part of my degree is Family Services from Michigan State, so I 

know what I’m looking for for quality child care. Plus I got my own history on the line, 

and so we decided that maybe we might choose poverty over risking the fact that our son 

could be in a compromising situation.  

 

[1:12] And I watch this video and I get angry. No mother or father should have to make 

that choice for their child. So now we’re looking at names and we’re thinking, what can 

we do to better our situation? 

 

Thankfully I’m a part of something called Nurse Family Partnership. When I was about 

twenty months pregnant I was volunteering for Saint Vincent Catholic Charities, I 

happened to walk into the [Ingham County] Health Department to do my little sunshine 

rushdie ??  clearances and I see a sign. Now I would not ordinarily not see such a sign 

because I generally don’t frequent a place such as DHS [Department of Human Services] 

because I don’t really qualify for those services, but because I was going to volunteer, I 

saw a sign for this amazing program and it’s because of that program that I stand before 

you here today. I had an amazing nurse who advocated for me, who said hey, you know, I 

can connect you to some people you have a degree lets find a way for you to use your 

skills and resources. Just because, you know, you want to be a stay at home mom doesn’t 

mean that you know we can try to figure some things out. Maybe we can figure out the 

child care situation. Maybe we can figure out what you need to work differently and still 

use your skills for which you can advance your life and advance your family. 

 

But I got lucky, that doesn’t happen for everybody. That doesn’t happen for every family. 

And even now, my husband would like to go back to school but we can’t afford that. We 

can’t afford what it will take for him to reduce his income and be able to pay for what it 

costs. And I’m sixty grand in debt with Michigan State. So I implore all of you to really 

really advocate for these services because I don’t want my son to ask for it in 20-30 

years and have to make the same decisions that my mom and dad made that we’re now 

making. I don’t want to see that happen and I know what the headlines say. They look at 

him, he’s a young African American boy and right now in the news it doesn’t look like 

he’s worth it. But he’s worth it. Your kids are worth it too. [Applause] 

 


