
11/18/20 Ingham GSC Meeting 
 
Outcome Group: 2 
 
Outcome Group Members: Sondos Al-Hachim, Andrea Ryan, Lucy McClintic, Michelle 
Nicholson, Stephanie Thelen, Sheila Henderson, Nolana Nobles, Karen Hoene, Terry 
Loynes, Laura Spees, Parker James 
 
Activities: 
1.)  Identify racial equity tools that early childhood providers can use with families during program or service intake,  
       assessment, and planning. 
2.)  Share list of books with GSC members that address racism and promote cultural responsiveness. 
3.)  Work with Kinship Navigation system (MSU) to find out about and share resources for kinship care providers. 
4.)  Work with Children’s Special Health Care Services to share resources with families.  
5.)  Utilize Strengthening Families framework for GSPC and Kinship Care Support group meetings/Parent Café's. 

 
• What other community and/or structural level factors might you want to consider 

as it relates to your Outcome area? What data questions can help you here?  

o Parker shared by using the “rate” (abuse/neglect) we can better see just how many 
children are affected. Notice the rate (on data set) in Ingham County is higher than 
Michigan rate for confirmed cases of abuse and neglect. Although confirmed cases 
decreased in FY2019, the number of investigated cases shows an increase.  

 

 

o Question: Does MDHHS know the reasons behind the shift in abuse/neglect cases? 
Could this be due to supporting families rather than punishing families?  

o Question: Regarding abuse/neglect, is there a specific age group (i.e. infants/toddlers) 
with a higher rate for abuse/neglect?  

o Question: What about abuse/neglect investigations? Why the increase?  Is this due to 
more people reporting?    

§ Parker shared part of the reason for the increase in abuse/neglect investigations 
over the past decade, in general, may be the transition in the way complaints are 
collected. Collection has become more centralized and was not in the past—
causing an increase in efficiency. The rates of out-of-home care are also down 
and could contribute to the data.  

o Question: Does ethnicity, and children with special needs play a part of the rates of abuse 
and neglect?   

§ Parker shared there is a large, stark disparity in abuse and neglect rates by race 
and ethnicity.  

o Question: Is there a correlation in the childcare deserts when thinking of supports 
available to families?  

§ Parker shared there is currently no data collected below the county level.  



o Question: Is Waverly data included within the Ingham County data because of Ingham 
ISD? 

§ Parker reported information is provided by the State according to county 
boundaries and ISDs. (Suggested reviewing the MLPP data set for county 
comparisons.)   

§ Michelle reported the Early On data shown within the MLPP data set shows 
collection for a specific point in time. Last year, Ingham ISD served 1100 children 
with Early On services.  

 
• What progress has been made on Activities since the October GSC meeting? 

o Andrea began organizing suggested children’s books (from Robin, Holly, etc.) on racism 
into one document. Discussion included how to organize the materials and where to post 
on the Ingham Great Start website in addition to Facebook. All books should first be 
vetted with CADL to ensure authenticity. CADL is willing to purchase books they don’t 
already have. Resources will also be shared with all GSC members.  

o Andrea has shared resources/books on racism and is promoting WKAR resources via 
Eaton RESA.   

o Sondos invited Robin to the Islamic Center to share resources with families and reported 
the feedback was wonderful!  

o Hunt Institute – a webinar tomorrow.   
 

• What next steps are Outcome group members going to take on Activities by the 
January GSC meeting? 

o Michelle: To follow up with Rebecca Meszaros to ask what additional data she can 
provide locally regarding the questions asked (i.e. If the decrease in confirmed cases of 
abuse and neglect and decrease in out-of-home placements might be due to increased 
supports and services for a family vs punitive measures or is the decrease from 
something else? Secondly, what lists/resources are MDHHS workers using to connect 
families to; and if we could review to see if our partners are included and if the 
information is up to date?)  

o Laura:  To contact domestic violence or law enforcement to learn more about if children 
are exposed to domestic violence with no reported injuries, is this information captured?   

o Tomorrow:  All are invited to the Race & Education: Racism in America’s Child Care 
Industry  

 
 
 

 

 

 


