
Early Childhood Literacy Coalition 
Minutes

East Lansing Public Library 
June 19, 2012

Present: Lynn Harper, CADL; Deb Hill, Karen Woodman, CACS Head Start; Karen 
Black, Clinton Great Start Collaborative; Becky Le Boeuf, Delta Township District 
Library; Ronda Rucker, Eaton Great Start Collaborative; Mary Jo Gallagher, East 
Lansing Public Library; Emily Baker, Ingham Great Start Collaborative; Beany Tomber, 
WKAR

Minutes of the May 2012 meeting were reviewed.  The financial report was corrected.  
All characters except Clifford were $140.  Clifford was $60.  The total amount for 
characters was $620 and total cash expenses were $1385.

Discussion followed on the pros and cons of various March dates for the 2013 literacy 
events.  College vacations are the first week in March; Good Friday is March 29 (early 
this year.)  It was decided that literacy weeks should start on March 9 and the all agency 
event would be March 17 from 1-3:30, with another week of events at  various agencies.  
It was felt this was the best way  to avoid college vacations, public school vacations and 
holidays.  The large event (a celebration instead of a kick off) can be promoted at all the 
site events during the first week.  

Discussion then turned to places to hold the event.  After considering several options 
(Lansing Center, Grand River School, Pattengill Middle School, and Radisson Hotel 
West) and reviewing where participants came from for this year’s event, it  was decided 
that the Hannah Community  Center was best suited for our event.  Members liked the 
space, parking, and fairly central location. It was agreed that we would do more 
distribution of the event flyer to other agencies not Coalition members to generate more 
attendance and we would include a map on the flyer. 

 Beany Tomber was instructed to reserve Hannah Community Center for March 17 with  
second choice dates of March 10 or 24 if that date was not available.  (March 17 was 
available and has been reserved.)

Character costumes will be ordered to arrive at various sites on March 8 and will be 
brought to the event by whichever agency has the costume right before March 17.

Members discussed what else they should be doing to promote literacy.  It was suggested 
that it  would be helpful to have literacy tip sheets to distribute to parents at various 
agency events, play groups, etc.  We have these already  prepared by Karen Woodman 
several years ago on oral language, phonological awareness, comprehension, writing, etc.  
Beany  Tomber will send electronic copies to all members along with a copy of the 
Coalition brochure that has a summary of tip on promoting literacy skills.

It was also suggested that we have a monthly column written by  members that could be 
used in newsletter and on the Coalition facebook page.  At this time no one was able to 



take responsibility for coordinating this project.  We will discuss the feasibility again in 
the fall.

It was also suggested that we think of ways to connect families more to the libraries.

The meeting schedule for the coming months was established as follows:

July and August – no meeting
Thursday, September 20, 2012 – not our regular day
Tuesday, Nov. 20, 2012
Tuesday, Jan. 15, 2013
Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2013
Tuesday, April 16 2013

The meeting was adjourned at 10 a.m.

 


